EXPERT ADVICE

SALT WATER POOLS

The Good, the Bad and the ugly

ceording to Health Canada,
there are fwo ways to sanitize a
I: chlorine and bromine. Pool

owners can add chlorine or bromine to
the pool water in four difforent ways —by
puck, granular, liquid or with a chlorine
gencrator (salt).

Asalt system — also known as a chlorine
gencrator, SWG or salt chlorinator — is

a litthe chiorine factory attached to the
swimming pool's plumbing system that
creates chlorine from salt. With a salt
chlorine generatar 2,800-5,000 ppm

of salt is added to the pool water. The
salt water traveds through the “salt coll™
where the electrolysis process breaks the
zalt down into chlorine gas and sodium
hydroxide. This means a salt water pool
makes its own chlorine to disinfoct, as
salt itself cannot effectively sanitize

pool water

THE GOODy

Salt chlorine generators affer many
advantages, including dependahble
chlarine, buoyancy and soft fecling
water, |hey ane great for second homes
and cottages where no one is around
to maintain the poal, as they ensure a
chlarine reading upon roturn,

Howiever, there are some problems
associated with using a salt chlorine
generator. | hese problems are not of the
unit itself, but issues they cause.

THE BAD

Salt water systems arcn't ncw.
Unfortunately to some pool owners their
benefits have boen exaggerated. Smart
marketing and sclective information
ahsorption has consumers thinking thoy'll
save money, time and more. While that
isn't all untrue, it isn't troe cither

5 MYTHS OF 5ALT WATER POOL:

Myth 1: Set it and forget it. Bad idea.
Homeowners must test and adjust
output as required. Salt pools often

have higher chlorine readings than
traditional chlorine pools. Weeokly testing
and adjustmient is important for cveny
pool owner.

Myth 2 Mo need for shocking. Please
do. The “mini” shock created by the cell
i= not enough to properdy shock your
pool. Using the shock button on the unit
reduces coll life

Myth 3: Other pool chemicals are

not required. Mot tree. bven the
rmanufacturer's documentation
references the importance of propor
manthly water balance. All pools need fo
be balanced mmonthily.

Myth 4 It is cheaper than traditional
chlorine. A side by side comparison of a
pool on a proper maintenance regimen
shows traditional chlorine as cheaper.

AT HOME

Myth 50 It is less work, All water care
treatments are based upon a one, twio,
threr casy once a week treatment. Salt
users just aren't adding a chlorine puck,
so subtract two minutes.

THE UGLY

High chlorine bleaches liners, cats
covers, tools and toys. Corrosion of
autncover tracks, ladders and mctals
can appear. We cven see rusted walls on
salt-friendly aboveground poals, so think
twice before installing a SWG on a pool
not fully buried into the ground.

It's ot all had. A SW5is a good solution
fior pool owners who cannot regulary
maintain their pool. With proper water
care and an understanding of the chlodine
generator, a lot of the aforementioned
issues can be reduced. lo avoid
unplanned expenses, pool owners should
be informed of the costs, care and usage
of salt generators, and cach situation
assessed for compatibility, m
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